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Past perfect is

Past Perfect Tense! The past perfect tense might also be referred to as the pluperfect tense and is something which is commonly used in spoken and written English. This tense is used in order to talk about an event which has taken place before a certain point in the past. This might sound complicated but it certainly isn’t. In this section, we are going
to be taking a look at the past perfect tense in much more detail and the rules that surround its use. This will enable you to create much more detailed and complex sentences when talking about the past. Past Perfect Tense What is the Past Perfect Tense? The past perfect tense keeps the past “in the past” as they say. The verbs that are placed in this
tense have to happen AND complete BEFORE a related action can occur. This past participle tense takes the past form of the verb to have’ as a modifier (e.g. had talked). The past perfect form has a couple of different functions that it can perform: It can describe an action that occurred in the past that is related to another action that occurred in the
past after the first action (e.g. I had driven to Pittsburgh before driving on to Detroit). It can describe two non-continuous actions that occurred in sequence (e.g. I had driven to Florida and then boarded a cruise two days later.) These two functions are very similar but the nuances between them are a bit different in terms of what information is
conveyed to the listener/reader. The exercise section below includes several really good samples that demonstrate how to use the past perfect tense in real conversation. After looking through these examples, keep reading until the very end for some additional practice questions concerning how to choose the right form of this verb tense to complete a
sentence. When reading newspapers, magazines, Wikipedia pages, or novels, it is highly recommended to have a lookup webpage at hand that will show synonyms, definitions, and grammar usage, especially when reading words that are new and unfamiliar. Past Perfect Tense Structure The Past Perfect is used to talk about actions that were
completed before some point in the past. The Past Perfect is formed by combining had with the past participle of the main verb. Positive Sentence: S + had + past participle + ... Example: She had finished the test. Negative Sentence: S + had not/hadn’t + past participle + ... Example: She hadn’t finished the test. Question form: Had + S + past
participle + ...? Example: Had she finished the test? Examples of the Past Perfect Tense My kids were really exhausted and ready for sleep because they had both played soccer for hours that afternoon. My daughter had won the two previous spelling bees which made her feel very disappointed when she lost this year to another student. I had

just arrived at the airport gate when I saw the attendant closing the gate. My teacher thought she had sent out letters to all the parents about the upcoming field trip until she found all the papers sitting in the copy tray. I had paid my son an allowance last year but asked him to get a job this year instead. My son had volunteered to help me in the
garden all summer until he realized how much work it actually was. Had you concentrated harder on learning your ABCs in elementary school, these reports would not be as difficult for you to write now that you have an office job. Can you tell me how much money you had saved up before your student loan became due? I had played a trick on my
neighbors this past Halloween, but then they called the police and reported me. My friend had slept over at my house for the last two weeks and then I spent the next two weekends at his place. How to Use the Past Perfect Tense? Learn how and when to use the Past Perfect Tense in English with helpful grammar rules, example sentences and ESL
printable worksheets. The Past Perfect Tense Usage The Past Perfect Tense is used: 1. To describe an action finished before another past action Example: Richard had gone out when his wife arrived in the office. 2. To describe an action that happened before a specific time in the past Example: Christine had never been to an opera before last night. 3.
To describe cause and effect (combine with Past Simple) Example: I got stuck in traffic because there had been an accident. 4. To emphasize the result of activity in the past Example: I had been to London twice by the time I got a job in New York. Time Expressions Used with the Past Perfect Tense Already Yet For Since Just After Before Until The
moment that ... The Past Perfect Chart | Picture Past Perfect Tense Exercises Instructions: Please respond to each question by selecting the answer that best fills in the blank portion of the sentence based on this lesson. Verb Tenses in English Learn all (12) tenses in English with useful grammar rules, examples and ESL worksheets. Verb Tenses
Chart The past perfect is a verb form that we use to talk about an action that is complete before another action or event in the past.It isn't one of the most common verb tenses in English (only about 1.2% of verbs in speech are in the past perfect), but it can be very important for narrating events in the past. Chart for Past Perfect Tense in English
Perfect verb forms are generally used to show that an action or situation is complete before another action or a point in time. In the past perfect, that one action happened before another action in the past. For this reason, we sometimes say the past perfect is “the past of the past.”Here's an example:Carla had already eaten when we arrived at her
house. There are two actions here: eating and arriving. Eat is in the past perfect, and arrive is in the simple past, so we know that the eating was completed first. When you have two verbs in a sentence, one in the simple past and one in the past perfect, the past perfect action finished before the simple past action.The examples below illustrate the
rules for how we generally use the past perfect tense.Examples of the Past Perfect tenseFirst let's look at how we often use the past perfect in a sentence with other past tense verbs:I had just left my house when it started to rain. Notice that we have two clauses and two verbs. Started is in the simple past: it started and finished in the past. Left is in
the past perfect (had left) which means that the action (leaving) was complete before the other action (starting to rain).Sometimes there are two verbs in the same sentence, like in the example above, but not always. Look at this conversation:Te: Hey, I called you last night, but you didn’t answer! Banh: Oh, I went to bed pretty early last night. What
time did you call? Te: I think it was around 9. Banh: Yeah, I had already fallen asleep. In this example, the verb in the past perfect is had fallen asleep. We know that past perfect means this action was complete before another action or point in time in the past. In this case, we have both an action (Te called) and a time (around 9).Forming the past
perfect is easy. As shown in the table below, we use had (the past form of the helping verb have) and the perfect form of the main verb. Past Perfect Tense Verb Conjugation Singular Plural 1st person I had worked. we had worked. 2nd person you had worked. you had worked. 3rd person he had worked. they had worked. she had worked. it had
worked. The helping verb in the past perfect is always had.To make a negative, put not after the helping verb had.I had not studied French before I went to Morocco. They had not seen each other for years. I hadn’t eaten all night so I was starving. To make a question, put had before the subject.Had they dated long before they got married?Had you
expected the promotion?Why had she bought so many extra tickets?How long had you lived in San Francisco by then?To make a passive sentence in the past perfect, use be in the past perfect (had been) and then the perfect form of the main verb.By 1945, the war had been won. I had been fired, so I felt really depressed. In the morning we learned
that Kiki had been found by the neighbors. The past perfect is often used with time words such as before, until, previously, etc. One word that is very common (and sometimes confusing!) with the past perfect is by.We can use by with a specific time to show the completion of the action before that time.By 1:00, everyone had left the party. In this
example, all the people left before 1:00.The time isn't always a number, as these examples illustrate:By dawn the rain had stopped. By the end of the semester, she had completed all her prerequisites. By then, I had figured out the solution. By the time has a similar meaning, but it is used with a clause describing another action, rather than a time.By
the time I got home, everyone had gone to bed. It had gotten dark by the time we finished eating. Comment Page 2 Viewing entries byThe Ginseng English Team A lot of us make it to college without being taught some of the expectations of college writing. That’s not your fault! We can’t be blamed for the things we don’t know. So let’s take a moment
to knock out some really common mistakes in undergraduate writing! This article will help you to identify and fix 15 of the most common errors that freshman writers make.Research on Frequent Writing ErrorsIf you want to eliminate common errors from your writing, it’s a good idea to look at the research that has been done on the topic. An
important 1984 study by Connors and Lundsford identified and quantified 10 of the most common errors in the writing of college freshmen. They were:No comma after introductory elementVague pronoun reference No comma in compound sentence Wrong wordNo comma in non-restrictive elementWrong/missing inflected endings Wrong or missing
preposition Comma splice Possessive apostrophe error Verb tense shiftL.unsford and Lunsford updated that study in 2006 and came up with the following results (partial list):1. Wrong word2. Missing comma after an introductory element3. Incomplete or missing documentation4. Vague pronoun reference5. Spelling error (including homonyms) 6.
Mechanical error with a quotation7. Unnecessary comma8. Unnecessary or missing capitalization9. Missing word10. Faulty sentence structureHomophones are words that sound the same but are spelled differently. Here is a quick list of 10 of the most common homophone groups to make sure you get right! your/you’re There/They’'re/Their
affect/effect than/then here/hear accept/except to/too/two its/it’s aloud/allowed break/brake ‘“Ten-dollar words’ are big words, fancy words, the words that you use to impress people. Sometimes using the right big word really can impress your reader, but very often, developing writers are trying to stack their essays with big impressive words, and in
the process they sacrifice precision. Then, the effect on the reader is not to impress, but to frustrate. For example, Florence is notorious for its plethora of churches. The organization donated unutilized writing implements to schools that necessitate them.Notorious means famous for something bad. Necessitate isn’t exactly the same as need.
Necessitate is more like to make something necessary, rather than being in need of something.Here are the same sentences rewritten with simpler (and, in these cases, better) words:Florence is famous for its many churches. The organization donated unused pencils to schools that need them.As you build your vocabulary and use the new words that
you learn, impress your reader with the precision of your vocabulary choices, not the fanciness of your words.When you are reading and using the work of others to write a paper, the most important principle to understand when it comes to attribution and citation is that you need to give credit for any ideas that are not yours. This can apply to
quoting exact words, but it also includes ideas and research. This is what attribution is: giving people credit for their work. Sometimes students from other cultures are surprised by how important attribution is in U.S. academic culture. If you are studying at a university in the U.S,, it is important to understand that we take attribution very seriously.
If you include someone else’s words or ideas in your writing without including a citation, this is called plagiarism. It is the same as cheating or stealing someone’s ideas. In a university, you can fail your class and even be permanently expelled for plagiarism. Citation MechanicsWhile attribution is sort of a general practice of giving people credit where
it is due, citation is how we do that. In practice this often looks like putting the name and date of the work in parentheses in your text and at the end of your paper in a bibliography.There are different ways of doing this, different citation styles. These tend to change according to the discipline you are working in. For example, if you are writing a paper
for an English literature class, you will probably be asked to use MLA style for your citations, but if you are working in the social sciences, you will probably have to use APA style. Here’s an example of an in-text citation in MLA style:"To err is human; to forgive, divine" (Pope 15).And here’s an example of a citation in APA style:"He that has eyes to see
and ears to hear may convince himself that no mortal can keep a secret" (Freud, 1915, p. 142).Generally your professor will tell you on their syllabus which style to use for your course. A great resource for citations is Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab).Not Using Your Own WordsAnother important aspect of attribution is phrasing. When you are
working with other people’s ideas, you mostly want to try to summarize and paraphrase them in your own words. Sometimes this isn’t possible, though, and you need to use the author’s original words. That is okay, but when you use someone else’s words, even a combination of just a few words, you must use quotation marks. Lack of IntegrationYou
also need to incorporate the quotation into a sentence of your own. That is, if you want to use this quote from Hamlet, you can’t just put it into your paper as a sentence by itself. This would be wrong:Hamlet was thinking about suicide. "To be, or not to be."You need some introductory text, like this:Hamlet was thinking about suicide. He asked himself,
"To be, or not to be."You likely know that pronouns are an essential part of speech that make your writing flow more smoothly. But if you're not careful, pronouns can introduce ambiguity—lack of clarity—into your writing. In this sentence it’s clear that the pronoun they refers to the noun cigarettes, its antecedent:You shouldn't smoke cigarettes
because they are unhealthy.The reason it is clear is that they is a plural pronoun and there is only one plural noun (cigarettes) in the sentence before that plural pronoun. Generally a pronoun refers back to the nearest previous noun that it agrees with (in terms of gender and plurality). But take a look a this example: My father says we need really
strict drug laws because they are really dangerous.This kind of unclear pronoun reference is a common problem in freshman writing. What does the pronoun they refer to? The writer probably means drugs, but hasn’t actually used the word drugs as a noun (in drug laws, it works like an adjective). We can figure out what he means, but grammatically,
this is a problem. Pronouns generally need to refer back to nouns that have already been said. Here is how we can fix the above example:My father says that, because drugs are so dangerous, we need strict laws about them. Now that we have used the word drugs, we can then use the pronoun them to refer back to it.The rule here is to be sure that
your pronouns have clear references in grammatical agreement. A whole lot of errors are related to missing commas. The tough thing about commas is that sometimes there is an inflexible rule that makes a comma either required or not allowed, and in other situations, it’s your choice (we call this a style choice). Here’s a breakdown of some of the
most common ones.Commas after Introductory PhrasesWhen you use a long introductory phrase in a sentence, a comma is often necessary to help your reader follow your sentence. Learn how to recognize the subject and main verb in your sentence. If you have a long phrase before that, consider adding a comma at the end of it. At the beginning of
the class we introduced ourselves.This sentence is a little disorienting for readers, because the introductory phrase (At the beginning of the class) is so long and the subject (we) comes so late. A comma can help the reader to recognize the end of that introductory phrase: At the beginning of the class, we introduced ourselves.Unfortunately there isn’t
a perfect rule for distinguishing a “long” introductory phrase from an acceptably short one. This is more of a style choice, but you should try to be conscious of how commas can help your reader to break up (or parse) your sentences.Commas for Restrictive ElementsUnnecessary CommasSome people have been taught that you should use a comma
where you would pause in a sentence. Sometimes this works out, but often it doesn’t. This really isn’t a very good rule for using commas, because people speak and pause in different ways, but commas do follow some rules!One common mistake with unnecessary commas is to place a comma between the subject and the verb of a sentence. Run-on
sentences are sentences that combine more than one independent clause without the necessary conjunction. Here is a typical run-on sentence.:I really love windsurfing, the wind is in your hair, the sun is overhead, the sea beneath you feels solid and supportive.In this example, all four clauses can simply be sentences on their own (they are
independent clauses). If you join more than one independent clause like this, with only commas, this is a special kind of run-on sentence called a comma splice. So one way to correct the run-on sentence above is to use periods and capital letters with each independent clause and turn it into four sentences: I really love windsurfing. The wind is in your
hair. The sun is overhead. The sea beneath you feels solid and supportive.Of course, we don’t usually write in short simple sentences like this, but this is one correct way to write these clauses. You could also join some of them with conjunctions: I really love windsurfing. The wind is in your hair, and the sun is overhead. The sea beneath you feels solid
and supportive.You can also join them all together into a single sentence, but you need conjunctions connecting them: I really love windsurfing because the wind is in your hair, the sun is overhead, and the sea beneath you feels solid and supportive.Sentence fragments are strings of words that are presented as a sentence (with a capital letter and
period) but do not actually contain an independent clause, which is required in English to make a complete sentence. Here are a few examples of sentence fragments:And here is how we can rewrite them as complete sentences:One of the most challenging aspects of English for many learners is that we use different registers. This basically means that
we use different types of language in different situations. In academic writing, we generally use a formal register. That means we usually avoid certain aspects of informal English. Some examples of informal English are:contractions, especially gonna, wanna, gottaleaving out subjects in sentencesless attention to “rules” about verb tenses and
grammaruse of slang, nonstandard spelling, and abbreviationsIt’s also important to recognize that the distinction between formal and informal English is not politically neutral or objective. Language and the “rules” for using it come from people, and people have biases. Ideas about formal and informal language can often be used to perpetuate
racism, classism, and sexism, so it is worth looking critically at these rules.Another extremely common error has to do with verb tenses. In informal spoken English (especially in the U.S.) we often use the simple past tense in situations where the present perfect is more technically appropriate. Here’s an example:The wheat crop this year is smaller
this year because it didn't rain.We didn't win for the last three seasons.It’s important to be clear here: the issue isn’t that the examples above are wrong. It’s that, by some more conventional standards, the present perfect is more acceptable. And very often professors will mark your paper against conventional standards, meaning they will mark
sentences like those as wrong.The wheat crop this year is smaller this year because it hasn't rained. We haven't won for the last three seasons. This is a tricky one. Many developing writers overuse the passive voice. They probably do this because they notice that, compared with their everyday English, formal academic English tends to use the passive
voice more frequently, and it does. As we attempt to master a new form of the language, we might overdo it a bit. So it is good advice to be careful not to overuse the passive voice, not to use the passive voice simply to sound more academic.However, this reasonable advice has led to an oversimplified piece of bad advice: “Avoid the passive voice.”
ReferencesConnors, R., & Lunsford, A. (1988). Frequency of Formal Errors in Current College Writing, or Ma and Pa Kettle Do Research. College Composition and Communication, 39(4), 395-409. doi:10.2307/357695Lunsford, A. A., & Lunsford, K. J. (2008). " Mistakes are a fact of life": A national comparative study. College Composition and
Communication, 781-806.CCC 59 (2008) 781-806.Sloan, G. (1990). Frequency of Errors in Essays by College Freshmen and by Professional Writers. College Composition and Communication, 41(3), 299-308. doi:10.2307/357657 Comment One of the best things about the internet, when it comes to language learning, is that there is more video than
ever. One of the most important things you can do to learn a language is expose yourself to as much of it as possible, and with YouTube you could watch videos in English for years on end! Turn on the English subtitles to help yourself understand and to build multiple skills at once!Set GoalsTechnology also helps us to track and plan our behavior.
Consistency is important to language learning, and tools like Google Calendar can help us to build the regular study skills and habits that will result in faster, lasting language learning. Google Calendar has this really cool Goals feature that is helpful for everything from exercising to learning English!Communicate in GroupsInteraction is an essential
part of language learning, and a whole lot of the internet is in English. This means you have a massive environment for learning and using English online. Use whatever website or social network you like! There are even Facebook groups dedicated to learning English!Record YourselfRecording yourself, watching yourself, and noting where you need to
improve are great ways to develop your English. It can be uncomfortable at first, but you need to get outside of your comfort zone to develop your language! This can be especially helpful for your pronunciation!Read! It’s great that you're reading about English, don’t forget to read in English. Many students underestimate the importance of reading in
English, but reading is essential for building your vocabulary! Spoken English is mostly just the first 2,000 words in English. You need much, much more than that to become fluent, and the more advanced words are more common in written English.The internet is full of accessible texts in English! Get lost on Wikipedia and start building that
vocabulary! Comment Sixteen verb tenses in English? Twelve verb tenses? Three verb tenses? Only two verb tenses? This article will explain the various answers you may find to the question, How many verb tenses are there in the English language. Comment We all know COVID-19 at this point, but many of us are still unsure how to write it! First of
all, COVID stands for Corona (CO) Virus (VI) Disease (D). The 19 indicates the year that this virus was discovered, 2019. An important distinction is that coronavirus is a type of virus—there are many coronaviruses—but the disease currently spreading is referred to as COVID-19.But what about capitalization? Should you write COVID in uppercase or
lowercase letters? This depends who you ask! The Modern Language Association (MLA), an important style authority, recommends all capital letters, COVID-19. The Associated Press agrees. However, in some newspapers, like the New York Times and The Guardian, you will find only the C capitalized: Covid-19. The New Yorker loves to be difficult
about matters of style, and their preference is for small caps: covip-19.Note that the word “coronavirus” is generally not capitalized. Comment The Duolingo English Test is a popular test of English proficiency for university admissions. What is the test like? How much are the fees and other costs to take the test? Should you take it? How can you
prepare for it? Comment You may have seen some strange acronyms floating around on the internet. If you are curious what POTUS, FLOTUS, SCOTUS, SGOTUS, FGOTUS, or even SCROTUS means, this is what you're looking for! Comment The passive voice is a way of expressing yourself in English (some people say passive form or passive tense,
but the correct term is voice).Active vs. Passive VoiceThere are two voices in English grammar: active and passive. Voice is different from tense. There are 12 verb tenses in English, and any of these can be either active or passive (though some of these combinations almost never occur in actual usage).Grammatical voice is a way of showing the
relationship between action expressed a verb and the subject of that verb. When the subject does the action, the active voice is generally used. When the subject receives or undergoes the action, the passive voice is generally used. The vast majority of the time, we use the active voice: over 95% of verbs in speech and fiction are active, and over 80%
in academic and specialized texts.This article will explain the grammar of the passive voice in English, with lots of examples in each verb tense and aspect.There are many different reasons that we use the passive voice. Again, the overall effect of using the passive voice is to focus on the person or thing that receives the action (the receiver or target),
rather than the person or thing that does the action (the agent). But there are many reasons we might want to do this.Because the receiver is the topic: I just talked to my friend. He was accepted to Harvard! Because the receiver is more important to the situation than the agent: Katherine was hit by a car. Because the agent is obvious: The
auditorium was built last year. Because you want to be vague or avoid mentioning the agent: I have to tell you something, Dad. The window was broken. Because there is no known agent: The car was stolen sometime during the night. To create a more formal or academic style: The answer has been sought by scientists for decades. When you want to
transform a sentence from active form to the passive form: there are two main things to pay attention to. First, we move the direct object to the subject position, before the verb. Simple. You can say that the object gets promoted to the role of subject, and the subject can be demoted to a prepositional phrase (including this is optional). The second
change is trickier: We also need to change the form of the verb. We need to put the main verb in the past participle. Be becomes been. Do or did becomes done. Go or went becomes gone. Cook becomes cooked. In a passive sentence, the main verb is always in the past participle. Then we need to insert a be verb in whatever tense we are using before
the main verb. If the sentence is in the simple past, use be in the simple past: was. If the sentence is in the simple future, use be in the simple future: will be. If the sentence is in the present perfect, use be in the present perfect: has been. If the sentence is in the present perfect, use be in the present perfect: is being.The formula for a verb in the
passive voice is [conjugated be verb] + [main verb in past participle].The following section contains examples of every verb tense transformed into the passive voice.An alternate way to form the passive uses get as an auxiliary instead of be. With certain verbs, the get passive is very common. These include: get married, get hired, get fired, get picked
up, get dropped off, get chosen, get arrested, get accepted.In some situations, the get passive feels less formal than the be passive.In some verb tenses, the auxiliary be is used to make the action continuous. When these tenses are made passive we still need to add another auxiliary. This means placing been and being together, which sounds
awkward. For example the active sentence Trainees have been observing them. becomes the passive They have been being observed by trainees. Using the get passive can make sentences like this sound better: They have been getting observed by trainees.Below you will find examples of every verb tense in the English passive voice. Some of these
are so rare that we never use them. These are noted. Simple Present Spanish is spoken around the world New species are discovered all the time. Simple Past Some money was found on Second Street. The mosque was erected in 1873. Simple Future The old hospital will be demolished next month. If it rains the concert will be cancelled. Present
Continuous Other options are being explored. Past Continuous The house was being painted so we couldn't touch anything. Many new hoems were being built at the time. Future Continuous I think a cure for cancer will have been developed by 2030. This form is very unusual and awkward. Present Perfect The children have been given their dinner. A
decision has been made. Past Perfect She had been given a number of options already. We had been told that the train would be there soon. Future Perfect By the end of this year, over a million lives will have been saved thanks to your donations. *This form is very unusual and awkward. Present Perfect Continuous I have been getting sent from one
doctor to the next all day long! *This form is very unusual and awkward. Past Perfect Continuous We learned that we had been getting told the wrong information all year. *This form is very unusual and awkward. Future Perfect Continuous This time tomorrow, the we will be getting driven to the airport. *This form is very unusual and awkward.
Remember, when we transform an active sentence into the passive, we are taking the direct object and moving it to the subject position. This means we must have a direct object to transform a sentence into the passive voice. Transitive verbs have direct objects. Intransitive verbs do not have direct objects. This means that intransitive verbs cannot be
transformed into the passive voice.How do you say “Shut the door.” in the passive? Learners try to quiz each other with questions like this. The simplest answer is that you cannot put an imperative sentence in the passive voice in modern English because the passive voice requires an explicit subject and the imperative leaves out the subject.Some
people suggest that Let the door be shut. Is the passive form of Shut the door. This is a close workaround since it is an imperative sentence, and the verb shut is now passive. It is not, however, a direct transformation of the original sentence into the passive, because it introduces an entirely new verb: the causative let.This is a tricky question. Many
inexperienced writers will overuse the passive voice to sound more formal or academic. This has led to the bad advice that you should “avoid the passive voice.” There is no real answer except that you should use the passive voice when there is a reason to use it. Don’t just use it to sound smart. Good writing is always about making choices. Pay
attention to how and when good writers choose to use it, and try to do the same! Comment Ready for some challenging academic grammar?English grammar can be difficult because sometimes the same word works differently in different situations. This is true for -ing verbs, which can do three different things. Let's look at the 3 types: This is the
most basic one: a present continuous verb. The subject in the sentence is "man" and "is walking" tells us what he is doing right now. If you see an -ing verb after a be verb (am, is, are, was, were), it is probably a continuous verb.Another name for continuous verbs is progressive verbs. Continuous and progressive mean the same thing.The walking
man lives with my friend Paul. The man walking across the street lives with my friend Paul. In both of these sentences, walking works like an adjective, not a verb. Walking describes the man, and the verb in the sentence is lives. When an -ing verb describes a noun, we call it a participial adjective. Participial adjectives can come before or after the
noun, but it is more common to put them after the noun. Read a little more about participial adjectives here.In this sentence, we have a subject: the man. We have a verb: likes . What is the -ing verb here? It's the thing that the man likes. What does he like? Walking. Walking is the object of like. What are some other things you can like? Sports, travel,
English. All nouns. Object of verbs are nouns, so walking is acting as a noun here. That's what a gerund is: an -ing verb that works like a noun. Comment Pronouns are one of the 9 parts of speech in English grammar. A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. Pronouns are important in English. They are some of the first words we learn: I,
you, he, she, it. There are different kinds of pronouns for different situations: subject pronouns, object pronouns, possessive pronouns, and reflexive pronouns. Instead of Sara, we can say she. Instead of those guys, we can say them. Instead of the sun, we can say it.One reason that we use pronouns is to avoid repetition. Think about this example:Look
at this beautiful table. The table is gorgeous. The table has a red top and the table's legs are steel. I really want to buy the table. The table, the table, the table, the table—aaaaaaah. We try to avoid this kind of repetition in English. Instead of table, table, table, table, we usually say table once. After that first time, we use a pronoun, like it. This next
example is more typical of how we speak in English:Look at this beautiful table. It is gorgeous. It has a red top and its legs are steel. I really want to buy it. Simpler and cleaner! That's why we use pronouns, but now let's look at the five different kinds of personal pronouns:In English, we use different pronouns to show grammatical person, gender, and
singular/plural distinctions.For example, if [ am talking about myself, we call this the first person. IfI are talking about myself alone, this is singular (only one person). Singular first person pronouns include I, me, mine, etc. If I am talking about a group of people that includes me, this is the first person plural (more than one person). Plural first
person pronouns include we, us, ours, etc. Second person pronouns are used to talk about the person you are speaking to. These include you, yours, yourself, etc. You can be both singular and plural in English.Third person pronouns are used to talk about people who are not either the speaker or the listener. They include the third person singular
pronouns (like he, she, it) and third person singular pronouns (like they, them, etc.) When we use third person pronouns, we often distinguish between genders. For example, she, her, and hers are often used to talk about women, and he, him, and his are often used to talk about men. They, them, and their can be used as gender-neutral pronouns. We
can use these either because we don't want or need to specify a gender, or because someone prefers non-gendered pronouns. For inanimate objects—things that are not people—we use it, its, and itself.The first pronouns we teach are usually subject pronouns. The subject is often the noun right before the verb. Almost every sentence has a subject.
Generally, the subject of the sentence is the person or thing that does the verb or makes the verb happen. In the example above, the verb is sleeps, and the subject is tiger. Who sleeps? The tiger does. The subject usually tells us who or what does the action. We have a special set of pronouns that we use to be the subject of a sentence. The table below
lists the most common subject pronouns. Subject Pronouns in English Singular Plural 1st person I we 2nd person you you 3rd person she they he it We don’t say Me like candy or Him has a cat. We say I like candy and He has a cat. Me and him are the wrong type of pronouns. We use subject pronouns. Here are some more examples:I like movies.Do
you like movies?Invite Clara. She likes movies.He likes movies, too!We like watching movies on weekends.Before a verb, to express who or what does the action in a sentence, use a subject pronoun.Almost all verbs have a subject, and some also have an object. The object of a verb is the thing that receives an action. For example, you wouldn't just
say, I want, right? You need to want something. We say I want coffee or I want a cheeseburger. Coffee and cheeseburger are objects. They receive the verb, want.I want a hamburger. I want a job. I want a girlfriend. Hamburger, job, and girlfriend are objects. Notice that objects generally come after the verb in the sentence. We use object pronouns to
represent objects in sentences. This table lists the most common object pronouns: Object Pronouns in English Singular Plural 1st person me us 2nd person you you 3rd person her them him it Here are some examples of sentences using object pronouns:That hamburger looks delicious. I want it. Who is that girl? I think I know her. You can have these
books if you want them. Can I help you? My teacher hates me! In all the examples above, the pronouns are the objects of a verb. We use the same set of object pronouns as the objects of prepositions, as you can see in these examples:My grandmother gave that to me. I've been getting weird texts from her. We've heard so much about you! After a verb
or a preposition, you generally want to use an object pronoun.To possess something is to own or have that thing. If I have a car, we can say that car is my possession. We can say, That car is mine. Mine is a pronoun in this sentence. It represents the car, the thing that I possess. Mine is a possessive pronoun. Here is a chart with the most common
possessive pronouns: Possessive Pronouns in English Singular Plural 1st person mine ours 2nd person yours yours 3rd person hers theirs his its Here are some example sentences with possessive pronouns:That car is hers. This is my drink. That one is yours. All the coats are in a big messy pile. I can't find mine! As you can see, possessive pronouns
can be used to talk about things that belong to specific people.Possessive determiners (also called possessive adjectives) are not actually pronouns, but it's a good idea to learn them at the same time, because they are very similar to possessive pronouns. The difference is that possessive determiners can not replace nouns; they come before nouns to
tell us whose they are. If someone asks, Whose iPad is this? you could answer with a possessive pronoun: It's mine. But you could also use a possessive determiner:With a possessive determiner, it is important to include a noun after. Just saying That is my. would by wrong. Here is a list of the most common possessive determiners. Possessive
Determiners in English Singular Plural 1st person my our 2nd person your your 3rd person her their his its And here are some examples of possessive determiners in sentences:Sorry, I have to take this call. It's my son. Cheryl is at her English class. We lost our baseball game. Please take off your shoes. Can you believe they lost their homework
again? So we have talked about subjects and objects, right? Subjects are the people or things that do the action in the verb, and objects are the people or things that receive the action. Sometimes, those are the same person, right? For example, if I cut my finger, I hurt someone. The someone I hurt is me (ouch!). But in English we don't say I hurt me.
We have special pronouns for the object in this situation, and they are called reflexive pronouns.Here is a table of the most common reflexive pronouns in English: Reflexive Pronouns in English Singular Plural 1st person myself ourselves 2nd person yourself yourselves 3rd person herself themselves himself itself And here are some examples of
reflexive pronouns used in sentences:Clara taught herself English. Don't play with that knife. You will hurt yourself. The kids are entertaining themselves in the yeard. Oh, nothing. I'm just talking to myself. After a couple of days, the problem fixed itself. Here is a complete table of all the pronouns discussed in this post. There are still some other types
of pronouns, however. Demonstrative pronouns and relative pronouns, for example, are usually studied separately. Pronouns in English Subject Object Possessive Pronoun Possessive Determiner Reflexive Singular 1st Person I me mine my myself 2nd Person you you yours your yourself 3rd person Fem she her hers her herself Masc he him his his
himself Neut they they theirs their themself Inan it it its its itself Plural 1st Person we us ours our ourselves 2nd Person you you yours your yourselves 3rd Person they them theirs their themselves Impersonal one one one's one's oneself Pronomes pessoais em inglés Comment Parts of Speech in English If you're looking for the parts of speech in
English grammar, you’'ve come to the right place!There are a total of 9 parts of speech in English: nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, articles, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections. Read on for a brief explanation of each!If you are looking for an in-depth guide to English grammar, our complete English grammar guide might be more
helpful.Lots of teachers say a noun is a person, place, or thing! You should also add ideas to that list. Proper nouns in English start with a capital letter, but other nouns do not. Here are some examples of nouns:This is my father. We are from Ecuador. I have two dogs. On this holiday we celebrate our independence. Nouns in English can be singular or
plural. to form a regular plural, we simply add -s or -es to the end of a noun. Irregular plurals do not follow this rule. Pronouns are used to stand in place for a noun, because in English we don’t like to repeat nouns again and again. The noun that a pronoun refers back to is called its antecedent. Examples of common pronouns in English are he, she, it,
him, her, mine, this, that, myself. Pronouns in English change form to show, for example, whether they are singular or plural, subjects or objects, male or female or neither. Here are examples of some basic pronouns:Can I have that? We are with her. I think I need something to eat. Here is a complete article on pronouns in English.Verbs are words we
use to talk about actions, states, and occurrences (things that happen). Many people would say that nouns and verbs are the most important and useful parts of speech in any language. The main verb in a sentence has a subject, generally a noun or pronoun referring to the person or thing that the sentence is about. For example, in the sentence Maria
walks, the verb is walks and the subject is Maria.Here are some examples of verbs:They cook every night We went to the store. This will help the people. Adjectives are words that describe, or modify, nouns. They generally (but not always) come before nouns. In the following phrases, the adjectives are in bold:a big party some terrible news the best
pizza an interesting idea a really strong leaderFor more information, check out our list of the most common adjectives in English.Like adjectives, adverbs are describing words. But while adjectives describe only nouns, adverbs can describe verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or entire sentences.Because adverbs are so versatile, it is hard to say much
that applies to all adverbs generally. They can appear at different places in the sentence: at the beginning, before a verb, before an adjective, after a verb, or at the end of a sentence. Many adjectives can be transformed into adverbs by adding the suffix -ly: slow becomes slowly, eventual becomes eventually, stupid becomes stupidly, etc.One of the
most basic types of adverbs are adverbs of frequency. Click through to read more about those.The articles in English are a, an (indefinite articles) and the (definite article). Articles can be really tricky, but the basic idea is that we use indefinite articles when we are introducing a new noun to our listeners, and we use definite articles to refer to a
specific object that our listeners already know about.Prepositions are, to put it simply, words that are placed before (pre-position) nouns or pronouns to connect them to other parts of speech in a sentence. There are different types of preposition that give different types of information: prepositions of time, prepositions of place, prepositions of
direction. Conjunctions are words that connect. They can connect, for example, a list of nouns in a series. But most of the time, when we are talking about conjunctions, we are talking about connecting one clause to another clause in the same sentence. There are two types of conjunctions: coordinating conjunctions and subordinating
conjunctions.Coordinating ConjunctionsCoordinating conjunctions connect two clauses of equal importance into what we call a compound sentence. There are not many coordinating conjunctions. You can remember them with the acronym FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.Subordinating ConjunctionsWhen we connect clauses using
subordinating conjunctions, we are giving one clause more importance than the other. The less important clause is called a subordinate clause. Two or more clauses combined with subordinating conjunctions are called a complex sentence. Some common subordinating conjunctions are because, although, before, since, when, while, and if.Interjections
are funny words: ouch, wow, hmm, oops, well, geez.. They are sort of the black sheep of English grammar. They are not connected to the other words in a sentence (they are inter-jected, put in between, the other words). Generally they add emotion to a sentence. Here are some examples of interjections:Wow, I'm so tired. Ouch! I cut my finger. Oh,
you moved to Manhattan Comment The present perfect continuous is an important verb form for talking about recent events and their durations. Read about the rules for using the present perfect continuous tense, how we form it, and tons of example sentences! Comment We have to make decisions every day, but sometimes it’s so hard to just make
up your mind! If you're on the fence about a big decision, then these idioms might help your thought process! (Or at least help you procrastinate making a difficult decision®) Comment 2018 is drawing to a close, so it's the perfect opportunity to review the year's best blog post to help you learn English for free! Comment The future continuous is a
rare but challenging verb form in English. It is used to describe actions that will be in progress at a specific point in the future. Read about the rules for using the future continuous tense and how we form it, with charts and over 25 example sentences! Comment This post teaches basic English vocabulary for describing our closest family members.
Lots of examples and images! Comment
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