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How to delete samples volca sample

In the previous tutorial we entered into advanced territory, using MIDI to control the Volca Sample. This last tutorial takes care of one final question: using your own samples, instead of the default sample kit. As usual, this tutorial is the longer text version of the tutorial video on my YouTube channel (embedded bellow). If you have any questions or
comments, using YouTube’s comment section is a great way of sharing thoughts and experiences with me and other Volca Sample users. The Volca Sample has 4Mb of sample memory, which can save up to 100 samples (numbered 0 to 99) of audio. Current versions of the Development Kit released by Korg only allow 16-bit 33.0kHz mono samples (no
stereo). Converting your samples to this format prior to using any uploader software is advisable. The transfer protocol encodes the sample on a digital transfer format similar to what the older among us remember as the “Sinclair Spectrum Loading Sound”. This sound is sent to the volca Sample’s SYNC IN port. The strategy carries some important
limitations: there is no way to automatically recover from a bad transmission, and if the Volca misses or misinterprets just one byte, it will abort with a “DCOD” error. Because there is always some probability for error during a transmission, this means that long transmissions (100-sample kits, for example) are very likely to fail. There is also little
control on memory management, and all an uploader can do is to estimate how much memory is currently occupied, and will be consumed by the new samples. A Few Words of Caution This may be a question of personal preference, but I do like some of the samples that come with the Volca Sample. Korg offers a factory reset file (a 134Mb, 13 min
long wav file) which will erase all of your samples and replace them with the original ones. This is far from ideal, so before messing with the original sample kit, I recorded every sample into a wav file (using audacity), which I then cut and saved on a folder. When I want a specific sound from that original kit, I just grab that one, and don’t worry about
resetting the whole thing. Tools for Uploading Samples There are a number of tools that take your sample wave files (some also accept aiff and other formats) and “convert” them into the sound you have to send to your Volca. In this section I'm presenting the two tools I use the most: CEVS and the website Connect with Volca. This is not a review of
either tool, just my impressions. Caustic Editor for the Volca Sample (CEVS) The Caustic Editor for the Volca Sample (CEVS)is an app developed by SingleCell Software that runs on I0S, Android, and Windows. Unfortunately, like most android phones, mine has some form os equalization on the audio output (in my case, Dobly sound) which has to be
disabled ever time I want to upload samples. CEVS can run on linux, under wine, but does not upload the samples correctly, resulting in dcod errors. Nevertheless, I use it under linux for deleting positions in the sample kit (apparently deleting instructions are well sent). At the time of writing, I'm suspecting this has something to do with the audio
codec used by wine to communicate with the soundboard (which should be solvable). CEVS has a simple interface that hides a powerful sample editing and generation engine. The main screen is a list of samples (the original ones are greyed out). Clicking on the wave opens the sample editor. Perhaps the greatest thing about CEVS is its sample
editing capabilities. You can convert, cut, crop, filter and normalize your samples freely. You can also apply a number of interesting effects (distortion, phasing, reverb, etc) using the same FX engine as Caustic (if you don’t know Caustic, you should: this app is great both on the phone/tablet, as in the desktop). As if this wasn’t enough, you also have a
small synth engine to generate your own sounds... it was using small samples generated from this engine and lopping that I started using the Volca Sample as granular synth. :) Oh and have I mentioned this app is free? Despite being very powerful, CEVS is very centred around the paradigm: “I'm going to use this and only this phone to control this
and only this machine”. Managing Kkits is very difficult. You can save multiple instances of the samplelist.txt file that appears in the CEVS directory/folder and replace the original with one of the copies to emulate different sample kits, but this is cumbersome, and does not allow sharing sample kits. The load dialogues could be a little bit more
standardized. Indeed, even when running on the desktop, the program thinks it’s navigating o an Android file system. Connect with Volca (website) Pedro Vieira‘s website Connect with Volca is a web application that takes a number of samples and returns a wav file (zipped) that you can play to your Volca Sample whenever you need them, effectively
making this a great way of storing ready-to-go sample kits. The site is also extremely simple: just click browse, select your sample (must be already a 16-bit mono file), fill in the position you wish, eventually hit the plus (+) button and add more samples (up to 15). When you're satisfied, press “Click to create output file” and you will be prompted to
save the resulting wav or zip file. Play it to your Volca Sample, and you’'re good to go. And, of curse, you can keep the samplekit file, and re-load it at a later stage. Korg’s SDK Tools If you are keen on using the command line, Korg’s SDK for the Volca Sample (aka, Syro library) includes some pre-built example executables (for windows, mac and linux)
that take their instructions from the command line and output. These are interesting tools, but a little difficult to use out-of-the-box. For the most part, I only use to send delete instructions. Other Tools There are a number of other tools for uploading samples to the Volca Sample. As the user base gets bigger and bigger, and more interest is being
raised on this little machine. This is a small, non-comprehesive list of other software that can be used. Audio Pocket: This is Korg’s official uploader. It is great if you use Apple Software, but it hasn’t been ported to any other platform. Vosyr, by Frederikson Labs is another great app that runs on windows and mac. It is visually very appealing, and has
the yet unique feature of allowing pattern editing (with automation!). It also allows projects (sample kits + patterns) to be saved, which is great. Unfortunately it does not have an open sample dialogue box, so you are forced to drag-and-drop every sample (not good when the app takes over 90% of your screen). Dissecting the Upload Signal As
mentioned earlier, the way samples are transmitted to the Volca Sample resembles the way old Sinclair Spectrum computers used magnetic tape to save their data. Let’s dissect this a little bit. My sample kit contains only one sample (a TR707 bass drum taken from KB6.de) to be placed on position 0. The resulting wav file to be sent to the Volca is
680kb long (the sample itself is only 9kb). It’s spectrogram (using audacity) is shown bellow. As you can see, there is a hick frequency constant tone (the white line) that crosses the whole file. The data comes in 5 packages, and I'm guessing there is a starting transmission beep, then the instruction to clear slot 0, then the sample, and finally some
form of clean up/end transmission. A message containing one sample to be sent to the Volca Sample: a) Spectrogram of the whole sample; b) Spectrum of the first second (averaged); c) spectrum of the data region highlighted in (a). The first 1.5s are always just the carrier signal, which runs quite hot (at about +2.8dB). The data itself is transmitted
with in two frequency windows: one large window from about 100Hz to 10kHz, and another one from 10kHz to a little over 20kHz. And here lie all the problems: for once this signal is so hot that some consumer-grade sound cards may start to overdrive, and this will cause distortions, which will ruin the transmission. Also, any equalization will muffle
the data transmission (specially the high-frequency region, since most equalization I know in consumer-grade products trend to emphasize the bass). Worst than that, any sound processing may bring some os these frequencies out of phase, and since the data is transmitted using very short (milisecond-long) beeps, it will kill your data. Perhaps this is
why most errors appear only after 1.5s, which is the time the first data arrives at the Volca. Tips, Tricks & Troubleshooting Tip: This is more a personal preference, but I trend to make small sample kits using the Connecting with the Volca page (5 to 10 samples), and register them by type. For example samples 0-19 are usually a drum kit (or empty),
PCM waves for melodires of granualar synthesis are usually stored between 20 and 30, bleeps and other noises are stored in the 40’s, volcal spinets in the 60’s and long loops (like the ones from the kaoscilator) are stored in the 90’s. Each sample kit only contains one type of samples, so I can change my drum kit without affecting any of the other
categories. This also makes my wav files small and short. Now, about the troubleshooting part. As it was mentioned, there are a number of things that can go wrong. This is my personal troubleshooting list. It covers most of the weaknesses I see in the protocol, but it is not 100% guarantied. Is the Volca firmware up to date? Check Korg’s website for
updates. You can check your firmware version by turning the power on while pressing the [REC] key. At the time of writing, the latest firmware version is 1.30. Do you have any form of equalization on your pc/tablet/phone? This is the most common problem that goes noticed by users. Check for any equalization signs, such as Dobly, Dobly Surround,
Beats by Dr.Dre, Bass Boost, Clear Sound, etc. Some consumer-grade cards may even have some form of hardware equalization, which cannot be disabled. In the latter case, you’ll need a usb sound card. Is the audio output connected to the Volca’s SYNC IN? Yes, I once was having trouble uploading samples because I plugged the jack into the SNC
OUT by mistake. Are you using good quality stereo cables? They have to be stereo, and they have to be really good. Poor cables may sound ok, but may introduce some resistivity at certain ranges of frequencies, acting has filters. The only way to be sure about this is to test with a couple of cables of different brands and vintages and see if the problem
goes away. Are you in air plane mode (for phones/tablets)? Sometimes sending or receiving something over wireless may interfere with your audio... Is any other software using the sound card? Notifications, alarms, ringtunes, etc... everything that may send a sound has the potential to ruin the transmission. Is the volume alright/is your sound card
cliping? The Volca needs a hot signal, but if the signal is too hot, your sound card will start clipping. It is conceivable (although I never experienced it) that some sound cards will not provide a loud enough signal without distorting it. In that case, you have to use another sound card. However, for most soundcards, start by trying uploading with the
volume at 100%. If there is an error, try 90%, then 80%, 75%, etc... eventually it should reach the sweet spot. Is the software you are using doing some form of eq/distortion? This came as a surprise to me: when I played a drumkit loader in audacity, the transmission stopped with the dcod error. However, the file worked fine when played using
simpler programs such as mplayer or aplay. So, trying a different program may also help you solve your problems. This ends the main series of Volca Sample Tutorials. For those interested, I also put together a guide on the Main Configuration Menu (Tutorial 7). However, I'll keep posting new (smaller) videos on YouTube with Tips&Tricks for the
Volca Sample. Connect with Volca (website) The site is also extremely simple: just click browse, select your sample (must be already a 16-bit mono file), fill in the position you wish, eventually hit the plus (+) button and add more samples (up to 15).Click to see full answer Also know, is Volca sample worth?It's worth noting that the Volca Sample also
includes a built-in speaker in case you don't have headphones, but it's probably only good as a last resort because it doesn't seem to handle the bass frequencies very well.Secondly, how do you save sample patterns Volca? If you've programmed a sequence on your Volca Beats, Bass, or Keys and you want to save it, simply hold the FUNC and
MEMORY buttons and press one of the first 8 step buttons to save your sequence. Keep in mind that this will overwrite any previously saved sequence. Moreover, is Volca sample stereo? At just 193 x 115 x 45 mm the Volca Sample probably offers the highest knob-per-acre ratio of any hardware sampler. The app communicates with the Volca Sample
using a 3.5mm stereo lead connecting the iPad/iPhone output to the Volca's sync input.How do I delete sample samples Volca?First, your volca sample must be version 1.22 or higher. Then, power on while holding the mute button. This should put you into delete mode. Browse/audition samples with the sample select knob. Is your sampler acting up?
Some error message driving you mad? Do you wonder about the terms of use? This page is here to help! Find all details on how to transfer our Sample Packs and cope with the many errors of the first generation of the Volca Sample here. Find all details on how to transfer our Sample Packs and more information on the usage of the Digitakt here. Find
all details on how to transfer our Sample Packs and more information on the usage of the second generation of the Volca Sample here. Find all details on how to transfer our Sample Packs and more information on the usage of our Sample Packs. Find all details on our License Agreement, Usage and Copyright, and more here. Any music gear
discussions that don't fit into one of the other forums. Moderators: Kent, luketeaford, Joe. boboter Ultra Wiggler Posts: 822 Joined: Mon Jul 29, 2013 2:07 pm Location: Frankfurt, Germany Post by boboter » Sun Apr 19, 2015 1:35 pm Of course the memory is limited but it should hold 10-15 somewhat longer samples/loops. I'm interested in using the
Volca Sample to sequence and mangle snippets of field recordings. Is anybody doing something similar and having fun with it? jogging house ... new album 'chants' out now. Kernelkunt Veteran Wiggler Posts: 575 Joined: Sat Nov 23, 2013 2:25 am Post by Kernelkunt » Sun Apr 19, 2015 1:46 pm The problem with longer sounds is that your samples are
always on an A/D envelope. You cant have a sample sustain, it'll always drop slowly in volume due to the decay envelope. boboter Ultra Wiggler Posts: 822 Joined: Mon Jul 29, 2013 2:07 pm Location: Frankfurt, Germany Post by boboter » Sun Apr 19, 2015 1:55 pm Kernelkunt wrote:The problem with longer sounds is that your samples are always on
an A/D envelope. You cant have a sample sustain, it'll always drop slowly in volume due to the decay envelope. Oh, I completely missed that detail. Thanks a lot for pointing it out. Volca Sample GAS is gone now. jogging house ... new album 'chants' out now. maruwan Common Wiggler Posts: 133 Joined: Mon Sep 01, 2014 3:04 pm Location: Belgium
Post by maruwan » Tue Apr 21, 2015 5:15 pm boboter wrote:Kernelkunt wrote:The problem with longer sounds is that your samples are always on an A/D envelope. You cant have a sample sustain, it'll always drop slowly in volume due to the decay envelope. Oh, I completely missed that detail. Thanks a lot for pointing it out. Volca Sample GAS is gone
now. what you want is an SP 404 SX boboter Ultra Wiggler Posts: 822 Joined: Mon Jul 29, 2013 2:07 pm Location: Frankfurt, Germany Post by boboter » Tue Apr 21, 2015 5:31 pm Thanks. I already had one years ago and didn't enjoy it much. No pitch function on a sampler seems crazy to me. I was mainly interested in the Volca because of the
sequencer combined with the sample mangling in cheap package. jogging house ... new album 'chants' out now. fisherking111 Veteran Wiggler Posts: 583 Joined: Mon Jun 25, 2012 2:45 pm Post by fisherking111 » Fri May 08, 2015 6:25 pm Kernelkunt wrote:The problem with longer sounds is that your samples are always on an A/D envelope. You
cant have a sample sustain, it'll always drop slowly in volume due to the decay envelope. About how long is the decay when fully open? [bandcamp width=350 height=470 album=3759068727 size=large bgcol=333333 linkcol=fe7eaf tracklist=false] Kernelkunt Veteran Wiggler Posts: 575 Joined: Sat Nov 23, 2013 2:25 am Post by Kernelkunt » Fri
May 08, 2015 11:03 pm fisherking111 wrote:Kernelkunt wrote:The problem with longer sounds is that your samples are always on an A/D envelope. You cant have a sample sustain, it'll always drop slowly in volume due to the decay envelope. About how long is the decay when fully open? I dont remember, as I sold mine. It was however short enough
that it was quite obvious on longer sounds. Not a problem on shorter, percussive sounds, though. fisherkingl111 Veteran Wiggler Posts: 583 Joined: Mon Jun 25, 2012 2:45 pm Post by fisherking111 » Sat May 09, 2015 3:15 am just bought one from a fellow wiggler which I should get by the end of next week, I'll report back on my experience with this...
eager to find a workaround, because I freaking LOVE the sound of the demos I've heard, bringing back a 32khz sample rate "sizzle" is an ingenious move by korg I think, sounds incredible on hip-hop beats I've seen on youtube... It seems, in theory at least, that having access to the "start" of the sample could create the illusion of longer, if glitchier,
sustain on the device... [bandcamp width=350 height=470 album=3759068727 size=large bgcol=333333 linkcol=fe7eaf tracklist=false] Kernelkunt Veteran Wiggler Posts: 575 Joined: Sat Nov 23, 2013 2:25 am Post by Kernelkunt » Sat May 09, 2015 5:16 am fisherkingl11 wrote:just bought one from a fellow wiggler which I should get by the end of
next week, I'll report back on my experience with this... eager to find a workaround, because I freaking LOVE the sound of the demos I've heard, bringing back a 32khz sample rate "sizzle" is an ingenious move by korg I think, sounds incredible on hip-hop beats I've seen on youtube... It seems, in theory at least, that having access to the "start" of the
sample could create the illusion of longer, if glitchier, sustain on the device... Id be interested in your findings. I was pretty quick to sell mine, so Id be happy to learn if a sensible workaround is to be found. The volca sample would be pretty much perfect if: 1. samples could sustain 2. each part could be set at an individual length 3. slightly better build
quality (I really dislike the flimsy, plastic feel. The isolator knobs in particular feel like they could fall off anytime) 4. it could sample (beating a dead horse here, but whatever) I guess 1 and 2 could be fixed via firmware updates, but I doubt thats going to happen. They probably dont want the volca to be a competitor to the upcoming electribe sampler
(which I have no interest in, really). Kernelkunt Veteran Wiggler Posts: 575 Joined: Sat Nov 23, 2013 2:25 am Post by Kernelkunt » Tue May 12, 2015 3:54 am Furthermore, I really do hope Korg will release a Volca Looper next. Seems like the logical next step in the series in order to tie together all the volcas. Should ideally consist of 4-6 channels
capable of love input recording and individual loop length. That could be a tremendously badass machine. Paranormal Patroler Super Deluxe Wiggler Posts: 11399 Joined: Tue Aug 30, 2011 3:40 pm Location: the Terminal beach Post by Paranormal Patroler » Tue May 12, 2015 3:55 am Kernelkunt wrote:Should ideally consist of 4-6 channels capable
of love input recording ... Quoted for poetics All rights reserved; all wrongs reversed. Kernelkunt Veteran Wiggler Posts: 575 Joined: Sat Nov 23, 2013 2:25 am Post by Kernelkunt » Tue May 12, 2015 8:36 am Paranormal Patroler wrote:Kernelkunt wrote:Should ideally consist of 4-6 channels capable of love input recording ... Quoted for poetics Haha,
good catch. Emmanuel G. Common Wiggler Posts: 124 Joined: Wed May 04, 2016 5:35 am Location: France Post by Emmanuel G. » Sat Jan 14, 2017 2:59 am sorry for the necro but since I'm getting a volca sample, I was watching videos and found that very nice workaround to get in longer samples by pitching them up before uploading them, then
pitching them back down on the volca, works pretty nicely IR Super Deluxe Wiggler Posts: 1651 Joined: Mon Jun 10, 2013 7:40 am Post by IR » Sun Jan 15, 2017 12:10 am You would first have to upload a bunch of very short samples, since there is no way to clear the memory that I know of. I have had it crash several times during uploads, even
though I was only loading short electronic drum sounds. Ended up having to load just 5 or 10 samples at a time. induktor Wiggling with Experience Posts: 451 Joined: Sat Dec 31, 2011 2:13 pm Location: Santa Cruz, CA Post by induktor » Sun Jan 15, 2017 1:38 am I ran across this trick for the VS on YouTube a while back: [video][/video] IR Super
Deluxe Wiggler Posts: 1651 Joined: Mon Jun 10, 2013 7:40 am Post by IR » Sun Jan 15, 2017 10:46 am Blairio wrote:You can delete samples using the onboard Volca Sample functionality. I suggest you check out the "Caustic Editor for Volca Sample", application and see what tools it offers you in terms of sample manipulation before loading the
samples into the Volca Sample. That just happens to be the only sample editor I ever used for the Volca. Thanks for the tip about deleting samples, it wasn't in the original manual, but they now put up a new PDF that tells you how to do it. analoglsd Veteran Wiggler Posts: 707 Joined: Thu Dec 10, 2009 6:15 pm Location: Oakland, California Contact:
Contact analoglsd Post by analoglsd » Tue Jun 12, 2018 5:52 am Dude figured it out: GovernorSilver Super Deluxe Wiggler Posts: 2767 Joined: Mon Nov 21, 2011 5:47 pm Post by GovernorSilver » Tue Jun 12, 2018 3:32 pm induktor wrote:I ran across this trick for the VS on YouTube a while back: [video][/video] This is awesome. Member of Alliance
for Synth Farting
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